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Gleadless Primary School

 Anti-Bullying Policy

Introductory philosophy statement

We believe that it is the basic entitlement of all children at Gleadless Primary School to receive their education in an environment where they feel safe, secure and happy.

Bullying is anti-social behaviour; it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated by this school.

Aims of the policy 

To work in partnership with parents/carers, pupils, staff and governors in order to implement our Anti-Bullying Policy through:

· A consistent approach to tackling bullying

· A whole school approach which promotes positive relationships and co-operation

· Raising awareness of what bullying involves and for all individuals to accept responsibility for their behaviour

· To address both prevention and reaction issues

Research has shown that where there is a whole school collective approach, bullying is significantly reduced.

Definition

Bullying is defined as deliberately hurtful behaviour, persistent and repeated over a period of time, where it is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves.

The three main types are:

· Physical   (e.g. hitting, kicking, theft)

· Verbal      (e.g. name calling, taunting, racist remarks)

· Indirect     (e.g. excluding people from social groups, spreading rumours)

Occasional fights/disagreements/acts of unkindness are not bullying, but will still be taken seriously and dealt with appropriately by this school.

Reward systems for appropriate behaviour

This school sets high expectations for good behaviour, and these are continuously reinforced by:

· Emphasis on the positive

· Assemblies to celebrate

· Special mention in awards assemblies

· Praise and encouragement for good behaviour

· Informing parents

· Stickers and certificates

· Visits to other teachers / the head teacher

Developing peer support

Within the curriculum Gleadless Primary School aims to raise the awareness of the nature of bullying through:

· S.E.A.L (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning). A whole school programme taught to every pupil, which involves all members of the school community.

· PHSE - circle time (discussing feelings, role play, teaching how to manage relationships effectively by being assertive, not aggressive)

· Assemblies

· Peer Mediators / Play leaders

· Displays around school

· Visitors e.g. drama groups, puppet shows

Peer disapproval is a powerful preventative force.  All children are taught how to take responsibility for preventing bullying by supporting the school ethos:

TELLING IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO 

The role of the adults in school

Adults will:

· Take bullying seriously and never ignore it

· Make clear the limits of acceptable behaviour

· Reinforce/praise good behaviour

· Encourage children to take responsibility for their own behaviour

· Encourage children to tell if they are, or know of someone who is, being bullied

· Provide whole school and class ‘worry boxes’ to help children to tell

· Involve parents every time

Adults will challenge some of the myths of bullying with children: 

‘It was only a joke’              Did everyone laugh?

‘It was just an accident’      Who sent for help?

‘I only borrowed it’              You need to ask

‘I didn’t know’                      You need to find out

The role of parents/carers

Parents/Carers play a vital role in the education of their children. They can assist in combating bullying in a number of ways:

· Actively endorsing and supporting the Anti-Bullying Policy by acting responsibly and calmly

· Not accepting bullying behaviour by their own children, by making clear their disapproval

· Stress to their children the importance of appropriate social behaviour

· Work positively with school should their child be involved in bullying behaviour

Actions school will take should bullying occur

· If bullying is reported or suspected, the incident will be dealt with immediately by the member of staff who has been approached

· The matter will then be reported to the class teacher and the learning mentor

· The learning mentor will interview those concerned and record the incident

· Parents/carers will be informed and may be invited to school 

Pupils who have been bullied will be given immediate support.  An adult will talk to the child about the experience and help them express their feelings.  The child will be reassured that the school will keep them safe, and encouraged to tell if anything worries them in the future.  The situation will be monitored.

Pupils who have bullied will be encouraged to accept the responsibility and consequences for their behaviour.  Disciplinary procedures will include an apology to the person they have bullied, and loss of privileges (e.g. playtimes)

If bullying continues parents will be invited into school for a meeting with the Head Teacher to discuss further measures.

Monitoring and evaluation

The following standards will be used as a means of measuring success:

· Number of incidents reported 

· Pupil perception of success of policy through regular discussion and PHSE activities

· Improvement in academic success which may be due to a decline in bullying behaviour

· Termly monitoring of figures by governors

· End of year report to local authority (CYPD - Children and Young People’s Directorate)

Communicating the policy

The policy will be communicated to all staff, children and parents/carers.  This will be ongoing to include new staff.  Regular curriculum and assembly time will be used to continually reinforce the school’s collective approach.  Bullying is dangerous to ignore and resistant to change at an individual level.  It needs a group response to make it STOP.

This policy document was produced in consultation with the entire school community, including pupils, parents, school staff, Governors, and the local Healthy School Standards representative.

This document is freely available to the entire school community. It is also available on the school web site.
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